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The psychologist who gives mental tests is frequently met
by the statement " This low mental age means nothing because
the child has been sick and has not been a regular attendant at
school" or by " You can't expect a child who has lived on a
lonely farm and who has had no playmates to test at age." In
vain may the psychologist answer " I admit that inability to
read may lower the mental age with a scale like the Binet or
the Point Scale. In other respects, however, school training
has little influence on the outcome of psychological examina-
tions." Such a reply usually fails to carry conviction to one
who is not an experienced examiner. Instead, an objector
is likely to depart, thinking that the psychologist is grossly ex-
aggerating the importance of the tests, resolving to take mental
ages in the future with as large a grain of salt as ever, and
continuing to consider the mental age only when it agrees
with his personal opinion of the case.

In our work at this hospital we have come to use the answer
" Let me tell you about a fifteen year old boy we examined
some months ago." The illustration has been so successful
that we offer it here to other psychologists for similar use.

The Story of John
John Henry 1 was born in a rather poor district of a New

England city on August 13, 1902. Of his remote ancestors we
know comparatively little. Presumably his paternal grand-
parents were natives of Ireland. His maternal grandparents
are said by one of our informants to have come from England
and Scotland, and by another to have been born in Nova Scotia
and Maine. We have one history which says that a maternal
uncle died in an insane asylum. Another maternal uncle, who
came to the hospital upon request, is reported to have been
insane, appeared to be very unintelligent and was considered

1 This, of course, is not the real name, but it is like it in having the
same second name (which the boy spelled Henery).
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as " probably untrustworthy in his statements." This uncle
denied mental illnesses in the family, but at the same time
showed such familiarity with hospitals for the insane as to
suggest personal acquaintance Of the immediate family, the
boy's father was born in Ireland, and was probably a horse-
trainer. He was heavily alcoholic, abused the children, and
some five years ago deserted the family. John's mother was
born in New England. She was at this hospital for a time,
and is now an inmate of a state hospital for the insane with
a diagnosis of Dementia Praecox, paranoid. Four of John's
siblings are said to have died of starvation in the first year.
An older half-sister is apparently normal.

The schooling of John and this half-sister, whom we shall
call Julia, was decidedly meagre. They were allowed to attend
occasionally, but although both of them learned to read, they
acquired little else If we could add together all the days
John spent in school, the total might come to three years. We
know that the family moved so frequently (at least eleven
times in four years) that he could seldom have spent a full
term in any one school John was last in the fourth grade
He attended school in this grade irregularly for some years
Apparently he was not held from advancement on account of
dulness, but because the mother went to the teacher and said
" Don't waste any time over this boy of mine. He is feeble-
minded and will never learn, no matter how much effort you
expend on him." Apparently, also, the teacher believed the
mother who was so candid about the failings of her son, ac-
cepted her advice, and spent her energies on the other children

As might be expected under the guidance of such a mother,
home life was not an aid to John's mental development. Julia
says that her earliest remembrances are of squalid surround-
ings, a room or two with the poorest of furnishings, which
were never anything but filthy. She had very little clothing,
and at times such a small amount that she was forced to stay
indoors. John says that his mother would buy him new
clothes and then lock them up till he had outgrown them
Moreover, there was never enough food, and the children were
continually hungry The mother and step-father beat Julia
and obliged her to chop wood and do all the work. In her
presence they also indulged in perverse sexual practices. John
was not abused to the same extent, probably because he was
the father's own child. However, the only attempt to teach
him anything was his father's instruction in obscene verses
and songs.

John and Julia had not even the opportunity to learn from
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contact with other children. Their mother often kept them
in the house, and this happened still more frequently after the
father deserted Even when the mother was away scrubbing
in the middle of the day, the children dared not venture out,
for fear there might be some truth in their mother's state-
ments that " there was a God lover head " who would do var-
ious things to them, that the policemen would get them and
do terrible things, that people would kill them, and later, when
Julia was living elsewhere, the mother told John that "they
would catch him in the draft"—a hazy, but horrible fate.

John's story of his life is of a succession of moves from
house after house, with periods of confinement varying from
a few days to one that lasted 13 months. Most of the day-
time he slept or amused himself by reading the Bible, the few
religious books and the few Indian stories which they owned.
When the mother returned from her work, he seems to have
been occupied with endeavoring to escape her wrath He says
that she would ask him questions and then answer them her-
self. If he attempted a reply, she usually slapped his face
She talked continually of the references which the newspapers
made to her, and of the pictures the moving-picture men were
taking of her. They had no regular meals The mother prob-
ably ate something at the restaurant where she did scrubbing,
but all she brought home to John was bologna sausage, milk,
crackers, and bread. When he came to this hospital, the boy
had not had a hot meal in months. At night he was often kept
awake bv his mother's talking, by what he called " Mother's
lies."

Things went from bad to worse with John, but they im-
proved for Julia in the spring of 1917 At that time the
mother accepted a position as " an experienced cook" and
took the children with her. On the third day she was dis-
charged as dirty and hopelessly incompetent. Julia, however,
was retained and since that time has had normal surroundings.
John and his mother returned to their squalid living, and the
boy was confined even more closely until early in 1918, when
the police and one of the children's societies found them and
brought them both to this hospital.

When John was examined here, he was a large, overgrown
boy, sallow and anemic His voice was husky and uncertain
He did not know how to meet strangers, and was shy and re-
served. His face was a little sober, but almost expressionless.
He smiled slightly and then only after many interviews. He
answered all questions as briefly as possible. The most sur-
prising thing about his attitude was that he took practically
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no interest in his surroundings or in what was to happen to
him. John's ignorance of the world about him was astound-
ing. He could name the president, the governor, and several
recent mayors, but when asked for the capital of Massachu-
setts he did not understand what was meant. He knew nothing
whatever of geography. With the exception of reading, arith-
metic was the only school subject in which his performance
was at all creditable. He had never seen a moving picture or
a baseball game.

We have here, then, a boy of fifteen and a half, who has had
practically no school training, practically no contact with
other children, and no home education save what he may have
picked up from the reading of a few religious books, and per-
haps a stray copy of a newspaper

In spite of this overwhelming lack of information and k>f
training, when given a psychological examination John re-
ceived a mental age of 16.0 (I. Q., 1.04) on the Yerkes-
Bridges Point Scale, and a mental age of IS yr. 1 mo. (I. Q.,
.98) on the Stanford Revision lof the Binet. There is nothing
in the examinations that would be unusual in a normal boy of
his age. On the Point Scale the errors he made were in-
repetition of 7 digits, repetition of the longest sentence, failure
to give interpretation for two lof the pictures, failure to give
definitions in terms of classification, acceptance of the line
suggestion, failure in one of the memory drawings, in one of
the definitions of abstract terms, and in one analogy. On the
Stanford scale, he passed all the 9 year tests, failed in designs
from memory in year 10, m interpretation of pictures in year
12, in the vocabulary in year 14 and the succeeding years, in
giving differences between abstract words, m repeating back-
wards, and in the code in year 16, and in the repetition of
digits forwards and backwards and in giving the thought of
a passage in year 18. His arithmetical ability is particularly
evident in the Stanford examination. He did the Healy Con-
struction Puzzle A in 7 moves in 15 seconds and Construction
Puzzle B in 12 moves in 30 seconds. His attitude during the
psychological examination was somewhat listless and a bit
childish, but he cooperated well and showed occasional interest
and pleasure.

The conclusion must be that, in this case, at least, lack of
school-education, lack of home-training, and lack of normal
intercourse with other children have not prevented a normal
rating on intelligence scales.

John's subsequent history, while not of consequence for our purpose,
is, nevertheless, interesting. He was discharged from this hospital
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to a society for placing and caring for children, with the diagnosis
" Not Insane, not Feeble-minded." We hoped that it would be possible
to give an examination at the expiration of his first year of living in
normal surroundings This proved inadvisable because the boy is
doing good work on a farm, and a trip to the city might encourage
his present ambition to work in a store, a job which doubtless would
not fit him just now The society, however, sent us a detailed report
of a " visit" made and we give the substance of that report here:

John is living on a farm with a family who understand his case and
are anxious to assist him in every way possible. He has gained in
weight since last year and he looks physically well. However, he is
very slow in his movements, and appears to take no interest in his
surroundings. He seemed little affected by the fact that the visitor
had come from Boston to see him, and the family say that this is his
usual attitude. In the year that he has been with them, he has never
spoken of his mother and sister, has never asked questions about
places to which he has been taken in the automobile, or shown any
interest in them. The only exception was one trip to the ocean, when
he asked "Why can't you see the other side?" But he has never
spoken of the trip since His typical day is as follows: Rises at 6,
without being called, feeds the horses, without being told, milks three
cows, comes into the house for breakfast, without being called,
eats a hearty breakfast, then without any comment, returns to
work, waters the cows, and cleans up the barn. He comes back
to the house about meal time, gets the mail from a box at the end
of the lane without reading any addresses or ever asking if there
is a letter for him. After the noon meal he takes care of the hens,
and does odd jobs. In the summer time he goes for the cows. After
supper he reads the jokes in the daily paper and Farm Journal, some-
times smiling a little. He never grumbles while doing anything he is
asked, never asks a question, very seldom speaks without being spoken
to, goes to bed without being told to at 6'30 and is perfectly willing
to do this day in and day out In fact, far from disliking routine, he
is somewhat disturbed when ram prevents the performance of some
of his usual chores. He shows no interest in anything. He is good
to the animals but never pets them and the dog and cat never ask him
for food. He never notices anything unusual If, for example, a
cow were in great distress and he had not been told to notice whether
or not the cow was sick, he would make no comment Neither is he
at all interested in the fact that the farmer is willing to give him $50
if he remains with him a full year. Besides this total indifference,
the farmer and his wife have reported several facts which are of
importance in the prognosis of the case He has recently been smiling
more often, and occasionally laughs heartily when alone at his work
When asked what he was amused at, he insists that he did not laugh.
He has never made any attempt to play with a boy who lives in the
next house, a quarter of a mile away It seems likely that the boy
may end by having Dementia Praecox, like his mother


